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Math 640  Topics in control theory

  When I arrived at Rutgers (around 1997), I didn't know the 
field of Control Theory, but decided to follow this Math 640 
topics course

 The course was taught by someone called Eduardo Sontag,
who was (and still is) the most wonderful and enthusiastic 
professor I ever met 

 His enthusiasm was contagious, he gave lots of intuition 
and instantly captivated you to love the topics he was teaching

 There were exercises, of course, one of them involving the
controllability of the shopping cart
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  It was wonderful to see how control theory really worked
and could be applied to things from satellites to everyday items:
you computed some matrices, did some calculations, and
in the end proved that the shopping cart was controllable

  I was so happy that I couldn't resist writing, at the end
of my exercise, 
       “something I'm glad to know, the next time I go
        to the supermarket!”

 And, of course, Eduardo always corrected and commented
his student's exercises
 

Exercises
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Zoom in
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  A wonderful teacher, enthusiastic, full of ideas, and always 
encouraging to his students

 ... and  in addition he also liked ice-cream!

 So that's how I definitely decided that I would ask Eduardo 
Sontag to be my thesis adviser, since ice-cream is one of my
favorite desserts

 I'm really happy that he accepted, and it has been a great honor 
and privilege to work, collaborate, and discuss with Eduardo

 Corollary: to celebrate my PhD thesis defense we all went for 
dinner, and then ice cream at Thomas Sweet in New Brunswick! 

Conclusion


